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Innovation at its best

Safety & Suitability Technologies 
Independent Technical Evaluation (ITE)

 
Overview 
 
A key UK military document is JSP 553, 
Military Airworthiness Regulations, and 
describes the principles and policy agreed by 
the MOD Aviation and Regulation Safety 
Board (MARSB) for the regulation of the 
Airworthiness of UK Military Aircraft. 
 
Within JSP 553 there is an important section 
relating to the Independent Assessment of the 
Safety Case, which in turn calls for two 
elements; one being for the appointment of an 
Independent Safety Auditor (ISA) and the 
other an Independent Technical Evaluation 
(ITE) of the Designers Safety Case and 
analyses of the data evidence supporting the 
safety case, which may include a qualitative 
assessment of aircraft handling. 
 

Independence and Obligation 
 
JSP 553 clearly states that care must be 
taken to ensure there is no possibility of an 
organisation assessing its own design and/or 
safety case. Therefore the ITE is to be 
contracted exclusively by the IPT to act on its 
behalf and not via the Prime Contractor and/or 
Designer.  

 
The use of an ISA and ITE is an obligatory 
MOD requirement for systems in the higher 
risk classes and is desirable in other cases if 
the aircraft, its systems or equipment are 
novel, complex or high risk. 

  
Independent Appraisal 
 
SST is used to operating under strict 
confidentiality agreements and is approved for 
secure Defence Contracts. We are impartial 
and independent, offering a range of safety 
and suitability for service assessments, 
backed up by a well qualified team of 
professional engineers, inspectors and trials 
technicians. Cranfield Aerospace Ltd is wholly 
owned by Cranfield University and we have 
additional access to a wide range of 
Departments both on the Cranfield Campus 
and at Shrivenham. 

 

Expertise 
 
Professional Engineer Staff are mostly 
Graduate, Masters or PhD qualified and have 
many cumulative years of experience in a 
wide range of Aerospace Disciplines. These 
are supported by a number of qualified 
technical staff again with considerable 
practical trials and instrumentation 
experience. 
 
Standards held and maintained by Cranfield 
Aerospace Ltd., enable us to put together 
teams appropriate to the specific requirements 
of the ITE advising the IPT on all matters 
relating to processes, instrumentation, trials 
and clearances based on compiled evidence.  
 

 
With major programmes it is becoming 
increasingly difficult to obtain true 
independence on major programmes. 
Cranfield Aerospace Ltd is able to be truly 
independent yet having the advanced skill 
sets to advise IPT's on any aerospace project 
whether fixed wing or helicopters.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ITE Specialists 

For more information, please contact: 
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